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occurrences the General Staff has no further employment
for von Papen, and he must report to Reserve Infantry
Regiment No. 93 as unfit for General Staff.3
Papen was not even detailed to his old hereditary Uhlan
regiment, but to a modest Reserve Infantry unit. "
When the State Prosecutor in the Rintelen trial at New
York produced Papen's cheque-book he remarked : * This
is a cheque-book which was formerly in the possession of
Captain Papen, then German Military Attache in Wash-
ington* He appears to have had a mania for preserving
all his cheque-books, and he had the brilliant idea of taking
them with him to Germany, when he was recalled at.the
request of the United States Government as being no longer
persona grata. You may be of the opinion that it was an
unfriendly act on the part of the English to extract these
cheque-books from his diplomatic luggage.'
And Rintelen himself remarks in the same connection :
* I was certainly of the opinion that it was an unfriendly
act on the part of the English to confiscate, as the Attorney
suggested, but my mind was dominated by the unshakable
conviction that Captain Papen, in failing to destroy it, had
perpetrated a blunder of such stupendous idiocy that he
would never be able to atone for it as long as he lived.'
Buchheit, one of Papen's German biographers, estimates
the losses suffered by America through Papen at about a
milliard dollars. He naturally does not add that it was
mostly damage which in no way' benefited the German
cause. In fact, a lawsuit which was brought against Ger-
many by the Americans on account of damage wrought
by Herr von Papen has been in progress from 1924 to the
present day.
For, on the evidence of his confiscated papers, outrages
were laid to Papen's charge which only occurred long after
his departure from the United States, One of them, the
destruction of* Black Tom \ a pier in New York Harbour/
most certainly appears to have been traceable to the plans
of Rintelen. On the other hand, it is a matter of dispute
to this very day whether the destruction of the Kingsland